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March 16, 2022 

 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

330 C Street SW 

Washington, DC 20416 

 

Dear Secretary Becerra, 

 

We greatly appreciate your efforts to alleviate increased home energy costs from pandemic-

induced volatility in global energy markets for households this winter through effective 

administration of the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP), including the 

pre-emptive release of $3.37 billion in FY22 funding for the program at the beginning of the 

winter heating season. With the enactment of the FY22 Omnibus Appropriations Act, a further 

$425 million in LIHEAP funding is available and we urge you to expedite the delivery of these 

funds to the states.  However, more needs to be done.  While we commend President Biden’s 

leadership in addressing rising fuel costs caused by Russia’s illegal war in Ukraine, we are 

nonetheless concerned that this war could worsen and prolong the financial impact of high 

energy prices on American families. 

 

Americans have already begun to feel the financial impact of Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 

unprovoked invasion of Ukraine as oil prices surge to their highest level since 2008 and natural 

gas prices have risen approximately 60 percent higher than this time last year. Prices for 

deliverable fuels like propane and heating oil have also remained high, and were 40 percent 

higher in the first week of March than they were at the same point last year. These are troubling 

signs for the majority of American households that use either natural gas or deliverable fuels to 

heat their homes. Moreover, should Russia take additional action to further destabilize global 

energy markets, we fear the subsequent costs on American energy bills will be severe.  

 

LIHEAP plays a critical role in offsetting burdensome heating and cooling costs that strain the 

budgets of financially vulnerable Americans.  Yet, we know that even with the additional 

funding provided in this year’s funding, LIHEAP cannot meet the demand for assistance.  That 

would be true even if energy prices were stable.  But as prices skyrocket because of Russia’s 

aggression in Europe, states will have to make tough choices about the number of people they 

serve and the amount of LIHEAP assistance they can provide to each household.   

 

Recognizing this growing need, we respectfully request that you work with the Department of 

Energy to determine the impacts Russia’s invasion of Ukraine will have on the home energy 

prices of low-income Americans for the remainder of this fiscal year and next.  We also ask that 

you make recommendations for additional funding for LIHEAP, including supplemental and 

contingency funding, to minimize the impacts.   
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Thank you for your consideration and for your vital work for vulnerable families. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Clark Jack Reed Susan Collins 

Member of Congress United States Senator United States Senator 

Gwen S. Moore 

Member of Congress 
Sylvia R. Garcia 

Member of Congress 

Chellie Pingree 

Member of Congress 
Peter Welch 

Member of Congress 

Also signed by: 

Adriano Espaillat 

Member of Congress 

Alex Padilla 

United States Senator 

Al Lawson 

Member of Congress 

Amy Klobuchar 

United States Senator 

Betty McCollum 

Member of Congress 

Ben Ray Lujan 

United States Senator 

Carolyn B. Maloney 

Member of Congress 

Bernard Sanders 

United States Senator 

Cheri Bustos 

Member of Congress 

Catherine Cortez Masto 

United States Senator 

Deborah K. Ross 

Member of Congress 

Elizabeth Warren 

United States Senator 

Dina Titus 

Member of Congress 

Gary C. Peters 

United States Senator 

Earl Blumenauer 

Member of Congress 

Jacky Rosen 

United States Senator 

Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Member of Congress 

Jeanne Shaheen 

United States Senator 
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Frank J. Mrvan 

Member of Congress 

 

Michael F. Bennet 

United States Senator 

Jake Auchincloss 

Member of Congress 

 

Patty Murray 

United States Senator 

Jamaal Bowman 

Member of Congress 

 

Tammy Duckworth 

United States Senator 

James Langevin 

Member of Congress 

 

Richard Blumenthal 

United States Senator 

Jason Crow 

Member of Congress 

 

Richard J. Durbin 

United States Senator 

John B. Larson 

Member of Congress 

 

Ron Wyden 

United States Senator 

Josh Gottheimer 

Member of Congress 

 

Sheldon Whitehouse 

United States Senator 

Lori Trahan 

Member of Congress 

 

Sherrod Brown 

United States Senator 

Haley Stevens 

Member of Congress 

 

Tina Smith 

United States Senator 

Adam Smith 

Member of Congress 

 

Madeleine Dean 

Member of Congress 

Lisa Blunt Rochester 

Member of Congress 

 

Nanette Diaz Barrágan 

Member of Congress 

Ritchie Torres 

Member of Congress 

 

Shontel M. Brown 

Member of Congress 

David N. Cicilline 

Member of Congress 

 

Susan Wild 

Member of Congress 

Jim Costa 

Member of Congress 

 

Susie Lee 

Member of Congress 

Tim Ryan 

Member of Congress 

 

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D. 

Member of Congress 



4 
 

 

Marcy Kaptur 

Member of Congress 

 

 

Mary Gay Scanlon 

Member of Congress 

Kathy Castor 

Member of Congress 

 

Terri Sewell 

Member of Congress 

Stephen F. Lynch 

Member of Congress 

 

Thomas R. Suozzi 

Member of Congress 

Joseph D. Morelle 

Member of Congress 

 

Vicente Gonzalez 

Member of Congress 

Anne McLane Kuster 

Member of Congress 

 

Mark Takano 

Member of Congress 

Nikema Williams 

Member of Congress 

 

Jamie Raskin 

Member of Congress 

Mike Doyle 

Member of Congress 

 

Marilyn Strickland 

Member of Congress 

Conor Lamb 

Member of Congress 

 

Joe Neguse 

Member of Congress 

Kathy Manning 

Member of Congress 

 

Sean Casten 

Member of Congress 

Daniel T. Kildee 

Member of Congress 

 

David Trone 

Member of Congress 

Tony Cárdenas 

Member of Congress 

 

Sharice L. Davids 

Member of Congress 

Bonnie Watson Coleman 

Member of Congress 

 

Chris Pappas  

Member of Congress 

Colin Allred 

Member of Congress 

 

Antonio Delgado 

Member of Congress 

Mark Pocan 

Member of Congress 

 

Jahana Hayes 

Member of Congress 

Jesús G. "Chuy" García 

Member of Congress 

 

Steve Cohen 

Member of Congress 
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A. Donald McEachin 

Member of Congress 

 

Derek Kilmer 

Member of Congress 

 

Ron Kind 

Member of Congress 

 

Grace Meng 

Member of Congress 

 

Marie Newman 

Member of Congress 

 

 


